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Recommendation Lead Partner Financial Outcomes/Benefits Progress as at July 2014
1. Further consideration be 

given to the Council and 
whole of South Ribble 
becoming a World Health 
Organisation Healthy 
Borough.

South Ribble Borough 
Council
(partnership approach 
through Health & 
Wellbeing 
Partnership)

Councillor Phil Smith / 
Mark Gaffney

None  Raises the profile of health and 
wellbeing.

 Potential for levering in external 
funding.

 Galvanises partnership 
working.

 Provides learning, resources 
and materials to encourage 
health and wellbeing.

 Targets resources to meet local 
community needs.

 Our neighbouring partner 
council Chorley have found the 
status and support beneficial.

 The status would help draw in 
expert research and input into 
health issues in South Ribble 
not currently available.

 Further consideration is to be given 
to this by the Cabinet Member.

2. The Council and its partner 
organisations develop health 
impact assessments as part 
of their decision-making 
processes, policy 
development and project 
management frameworks.

Chorley and South 
Ribble Health & 
Wellbeing Partnership

Councillor Phil Smith / 
Mark Gaffney

None  Ensures that health impact is 
embedded into the work of 
partner organisations so that 
any adverse impacts can be 
mitigated.

 Health is considered early on 
and designed into processes 
and credit can be given and 
best practice shared.

 Lancashire Public Health is 
currently commissioning a 
significant piece of work to review 
all Health Impact Assessments 
(HIA) in relation to the City Deal to 
produce an overall strategic HIA.
 

 In addition it is intended to provide 
HIAs for the scheme master plans 
for Penwortham and Lostock Hall, 
Bamber Bridge and Leyland / 
Cuerden.
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3. Each major planning 
application submitted to the 
Council should include a 
health impact assessment.

South Ribble Borough 
Council

Councillor Cliff 
Hughes / Denise 
Johnson

None  This will ensure developers and 
applicants consider health 
inequalities as part of their 
development, their location and 
fits in with the Local 
Development Framework.  

 A light touch approach for 
residential/delegated 
applications similar to 
community safety and other 
assessments is recommended.

 Developers will be expected to 
design and deliver a health 
impact assessment on major 
applications, reducing the 
resource requirements on the 
Council.

 Ensures partner considerations 
are taken into consideration.

 HIA has been undertaken for the 
Central Lancashire Core Strategy 
and the Site Allocations DPD. The 
Core Strategy includes a 
Performance Indicator requiring a 
HIA for strategic sites and locations 
i.e.  Pickerings Farm, Cuerden 
Strategic Site, Samlesbury 
Enterprise Zone.

 In respect of other major 
developments, a HIA can be 
required proportionate to the scale 
of the development proposed and 
its likely impact on health and 
wellbeing.

4. Public health is placed on 
the agenda of each ‘My 
Neighbourhood’ forum, 
included in ‘My 
Neighbourhood’ plans and 
that each forum appoints a 
lead member for health.

South Ribble Borough 
Council – My 
Neighbourhood 
Chairs

Councillors Bell / 
Coulton / Gardner / 
Marsh / Walton / 
Denise Johnson

None  This allows local health issues 
to be identified and inequalities 
to be tackled at a local level 
and joint community action can 
be planned and delivered.

 Engages local communities and 
residents in improving the 
health and wellbeing of their 
communities.

 Gives opportunities to 
councillors to champion health 
in their communities.

 Through the My Neighbourhood 
approach, Forum Chairs share 
Scrutiny Committee’s commitment 
to reducing health inequality across 
the borough.

 It is felt important to consider wider 
determinants of health and all-round 
wellbeing as contributing to health 
outcomes.

 Going forward, health impact will be 
considered as part of the scoring 
matrix which is applied to projects 
on Neighbourhood Plans.



Scrutiny Committee Item 8
Review of Health Inequalities
Extract of Recommendations and update by Lead Partners – August 2014

3

 To renew the message around the 
importance of reducing health 
inequalities and ensure ownership 
is taken by all members, health will 
be an agenda item on the next 
round of planning meetings.

 Projects plans will be used to 
monitor health impacts, although it 
is recognised that measuring 
specific outcomes may not always 
be possible.

5. Lancashire County Council’s 
Children’s Trust in South 
Ribble is asked to organise 
a comprehensive 
programme of activities and 
events for young people 
specifically during holiday 
periods which also involve 
families.

Lancashire County 
Council’s Children’s 
Trust in South Ribble

Councillor Noblett / 
Andrea Smith 

Yes – to 
be 
assessed 
(possibly 
use of 
reported 
underspen
ds)

 To give positive activities for 
young people.

 Keeps young people fit and 
healthy, encouraging them to 
lead healthy lifestyles.

 Help provide young people with 
key skills for the future.

 Allows families to consider 
healthy lifestyles and receive 
positive messages and support.

 Completed.

6. The Council encourages 
more councillors to take part 
in the North West 
Employers’ Health 
Champion training.

South Ribble Borough 
Council – Member 
Development 
Champions

Councillors Bell and 
Hothersall

None.  Equips councillors with the 
skills to work with their 
communities to encourage 
health and wellbeing.

 Provides councillors with the 
skills to work with health and 
other partners to champion 
health affecting their residents.

 Helps to look at the health 

 The Council has been successful in 
encouraging North West Employers’ 
Organisation and LCC Public Health 
to provide the free two-day courses 
more locally.

 A course for Members from South 
Ribble, Chorley and Preston 
councils has been arranged for 17 & 
18 September 2014 at the Civic 
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issues in local areas so that 
local interventions and work 
can be done.

 Gives councillors confidence to 
engage on health issues as 
part of the My Neighbourhood 
forums and action plans.

Centre. 
 All Members of the Council are 

encouraged to attend.

7. The Chorley & South Ribble 
Health and Wellbeing 
Partnership develops 
actions to ensure the 
effective co-ordination and 
information sharing across 
partners to help plan 
prevention strategies and 
provide appropriate care 
packages.

Chorley & South 
Ribble Health and 
Wellbeing Partnership

Councillor Phil Smith / 
Mark Gaffney

None.  Strengthens existing 
partnership work to tackle 
health inequalities.

 Roles and responsibilities of 
health partners under the new 
health reform structures are 
understood and used to 
improve health and wellbeing.

 Buy-in to delivering the Health 
and Wellbeing Action Plan.

 Achievement of Action Plan 
aims and objectives. 

 This has been undertaken by South 
Ribble Borough through the Chorley 
and South Ribble Health and 
Wellbeing Partnership. The 
Partnership’s Framework identifies 
priorities and actions. The Council is 
using this Framework to influence 
and support partners in developing 
information protocols and care 
packages. An early success has 
been the Winter Warmth project 
funded by Public Health Lancashire. 
The Project has brought over 
£40,000 into South Ribble to assist 
vulnerable people to keep warm in 
their homes. 

8. Lancashire County Council’s 
three-tier forum is asked to 
carry out a review of road 
deaths and casualties in 
South Ribble.

Lancashire County 
Council – Three Tier 
Forum

Councillor Mullineaux 
/ Sarah Palmer

None.  Further research is carried out 
to understand the figures and 
causes of the significant figures 
in South Ribble.

 Appropriate action can be taken 
to reduce road deaths and 
casualties.

 The Three Tier Forum has 
considered this item and it has been 
agreed to carry out a joint scrutiny 
review with Lancashire County and 
South Ribble Borough scrutiny 
committees during 2014/2015.



Scrutiny Committee Item 8
Review of Health Inequalities
Extract of Recommendations and update by Lead Partners – August 2014

5

9. The Scrutiny Committee 
develop a protocol for how it 
will scrutinise public health 
and health services in South 
Ribble as part of the 
reforms.

Scrutiny Committee

Councillor 
Titherington / Darren 
Cranshaw

None.  Improves and more co-
ordinated health scrutiny in the 
future.

 Greater partner buy-in to the 
scrutiny process. 

 Better scrutiny and health 
outcomes for local people.

 The Scrutiny Committee has been 
working with the Centre for Public 
Scrutiny on the first local district 
health scrutiny protocol in the 
country. 

 In-depth interviews have taken 
place with the chief officers of all 
local health partners and a 
successful workshop held to draft 
the protocol.

 The next stage is to finalise the 
protocol for implementation with 
health partners.

10. Partners work together with 
the voluntary, community 
and faith sectors to develop 
a joined-up referral system 
to help sign-post and 
provide holistic support for 
vulnerable people to 
improve health and 
wellbeing from those who 
visit people in their home.

South Ribble 
Partnership

Claire Foreman / 
Howard Anthony

To be 
assessed.

 Improved partnership working.
 Joint data sharing protocols.
 Helps prevent health 

interventions and expensive 
care further down the line.

 Potential to make financial 
savings.

 Improves health and wellbeing.
 Encourages independence and 

self-help.
 Builds on the success of South 

Ribble Partnership’s former 
health in the home project.

 In March 2014 the Partnership 
Strategic Board commissioned 
‘Better Together in the Home’.  

 The role of the project is to develop 
a multi-agency referral process 
amongst a group of organisations 
signed up to the ‘Better Together in 
the Home’ group.  

 Key themes of the project will focus 
on; Dementia, Support for Carers, 
Home and Fire Safety, Fall 
Prevention

 Project is currently being developed 
and prepared for delivery to start in 
autumn 2014.

11. Lancashire County Council 
Public Health, the Chorley & 

Lancashire County 
Council – Public 
Health

None.  More information is provided to 
communities and residents to 
help them to improve their 

 The LCC public health 
commissioning team works with 
Drinkwise and the Tobacco alliance 
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South Ribble and Greater 
Preston Clinical 
Commissioning Groups 
establish greater links with 
bodies like the Tobacco 
Alliance and Drinkwise to 
obtain resources and 
prioritise work in South 
Ribble.

Dr Sakthi Karunanithi

Chorley & South 
Ribble and Greater 
Preston Clinical 
Commissioning 
Groups

Jan Ledward

health and wellbeing.
 Public health information is 

targeted to those that will 
benefit.

and is happy to facilitate any 
specific contacts that may be 
required, on request.  Similarly they 
can facilitate specific contacts with 
the substance misuse and smoking 
cessation services that they 
commission.

 Through links that have been made, 
community pharmacies are linked to 
the integrated neighbourhood team 
activity and Connect4Life, giving 
opportunities to focus on substance 
misuse, in terms of awareness 
raising and early identification and 
intervention. 

 The live Multi-disciplinary teams are 
providing some interesting 'live' 
themes of need, including the 
theme of increased alcohol 
consumption.

12. The Scrutiny Committee 
builds on the learning from 
being selected by the Centre 
for Public Scrutiny / 
Department of Health to pilot 
the NHS Healthcheck 
Scrutiny Programme.

Scrutiny Committee

Councillor 
Titherington / Darren 
Cranshaw

None.  Future targeted scrutiny work 
on health will be based on this 
experience, evidence based 
and working with partners and 
health providers.

 The outcome of the 
Healthcheck review will inform 
future health.

 The NHS Healthcheck Scrutiny 
Review is complete and has been 
agreed by both Lancashire County 
Council and South Ribble Borough 
Council and has been commended 
nationally.

 The recommendations are being 
actively implemented and monitored 
by Lancashire County Council’s 
Scrutiny Committee.

 The national research report was 
launched by the South Ribble’s 
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Scrutiny Committee Chairman with 
the Director of Welling being at 
Public Health England at a national 
conference in February 2014.

13. The Scrutiny Committee 
considers the benefits of 
becoming a Dementia 
Friendly Borough as part of 
its review of the ageing 
population later in the year.

Scrutiny Committee 

Councillor 
Titherington / Darren 
Cranshaw

None.  Allows a full assessment of 
dementia planning and services 
to be undertaken.

 Scrutiny Committee facilitated a 
Dementia Friendly Workshop for 
leading Members and senior 
officers to take the agenda forward.

 Away from the Scrutiny Committee, 
the Council’s Older People’s 
Champion, Councillor Frances 
Walker has been very active 
through ‘My Neighbourhoods’ and 
with local communities promoting 
dementia awareness.  

 Becoming a Dementia Friendly 
Borough will be considered further 
as part of the Scrutiny Committee’s 
Ageing Population review during 
2014/2015.


